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NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 


of the Northeast and bringing the lowest temperatures 
HIGHLIGHTS since December into the region. In Boston, 
thermometers registered a record high of 65° F on 
Friday, February 23. By the following Monday, highs 
February 18-24, 1990 vadaiaed in ae cain chee 10 inches of snow on the 
Early in the week, heavy rain fell across the Delta and ground. 
Southeast, while a winter storm spread snow over the 
central and southern Plateau, Rockies, and into the High 
Plains. At midweek, showers gave beneficial Contents 
precipitation to the hard red winter wheat regions in the sa 
central and southern Plains. Frontal systems then spread Highlights: &: Total: Precipitation: Map 
substantial rain and snow across the lower and middle Temperature Departure & 
Mississippi Valley to the Atlantic seaboard. Heavy rain Extreme Minimum Temperature Maps 
caused local flooding in the Gulf Coast States and snow Snow Cover and Average Temperature Maps 
blanketed the Great Lakes, eastern Corn Belt, and National Weather Data for Selected: Cities:.... 
Northeast. Record-low temperatures for the date were National Agricultural Summary : 
reported along the Pacific Coast States early in the State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture ... 
week, while record-high temperatures occurred along the International Weather and Crop Summary 
Atlantic Coast States during the latter part of the week. Last Date of Spring Freeze ... 
By Saturday, however, cold arctic air moved into the Subscription and Mailing Permit Information & 
eastern half of the Nation, dumping heavy snow on much Streamflow during January 1990 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending February 24, 1990 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 24, 1990 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 24, 1990 
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National Agricultural Summary 


February 19-25, 1990 


HIGHLIGHTS: Moisture improved winter wheat growth 
in the central and southern Great Plains. The 
northern Great Plains remained dry. Rain continued 
to slow fieldwork in the Delta and Southeast and 
added to soil moisture supplies in the eastern Corn 
Belt. Beneficial rains fell in Florida's citrus and 
vegetable producing areas. Corn planting was 
underway in Florida, Georgia, and Texas. Cotton 
planting began in Arizona. 


SMALL GRAIN: Rain and snow improved winter wheat 
prospects in the central and southern Great Plains. 
In Kansas, winter wheat was breaking dormancy in 
many areas. Additional moisture was needed in the 
north-central and northeastern areas. Rain and 
moderate temperatures promoted winter wheat growth 
in Oklahoma. Snow provided needed moisture in the 
northern High Plains of Texas. Rain fell from the 
southern High Plains southward, promoting small 
grain growth. Winter wheat was fair to good in 
Montana. In Oregon, winter wheat was good to 
excellent in the west and mostly fair in the east. 
Cool weather slowed small grain growth in 
California. New snow protected winter wheat from 
cold temperatures in Michigan. Winter wheat was 
good to fair in North Carolina and fair to good in 
Georgia. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Rain again slowed fieldwork in 
the Delta and Southeast. Corn planting began in 
southwest Georgia and continued in Florida and 
Texas. In Texas, corn planting was 1 percent 
complete, 3 percentage points behind normal. Grain 
sorghum planting was underway in the Upper Coast, 
Coastal Bend, and Rio Grande Valley. Sugarcane 
harvest was active in Florida. In Arizona, cotton 
field preparation was slowed by rain, but a few 
fields were planted. Tobacco bed preparation and 
seeding continued in North Carolina and Virginia. 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Rain fell in all of Florida's citrus 
producing areas. New growth was abundant and trees 
were blooming in all areas. Some new fruit set 
occurred following petal drop. Early orange harvest 


was virtually complete. Grapefruit harvest was 
active in the east coast area. Cold temperatures 
may have damaged peaches in northern Georgia and 
portions of Tennessee. Peaches were blooming in 
Texas. Cold temperatures may have damaged peaches 
in the Cross Timbers area. Citrus harvests 
continued in Arizona. In California, early variety 
apricots, plums, nectarines, and peaches were 
blooming. Early variety almonds were in the pink 
bud to popcorn stage. Frost damaged early peaches 
and table grapes in Riverside County. Low 
temperatures required irrigation and operation of 
wind machines in citrus’. groves. In Oregon, 
blueberries were in the bud swell stage. 


VEGETABLES: In Florida, harvest volumes for snap 
beans, squash, and strawberries were above normal. 
Harvest volumes for other crops were still light. 
Sweet corn harvest resumed in the Homestead area. 
In Texas, vegetable harvests continued in the Rio 
Grande Valley and melon planting activity increased. 
Rain slowed harvest in the San Antonio-Winter Garden 
area. Wet field conditions slowed vegetable 
planting in east Texas and the High Plains. In 
California, artichoke, broccoli, and cauliflower 
supplies were light and of variable quality in the 
central coast area. Several tomato fields damaged 
by frost were being replanted. Asparagus beds were 
being prepared for harvest in the Delta area. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures were mostly good 
to fair in the Delta and Southeast. Moisture 
improved range and pasture conditions in most areas 
of Texas. Early calving was underway in Wyoming. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 


More detailed 


data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published cach Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation 


with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: 
1.00 in 


Rainfall under 0.50 in. north, over 
teGtated artas; 1.00 in. to 1.50.. te. 
central, southwest; under 0,75 in. extreme 
southeast. Temperatures 1 to 4° above normal. 

Continucd wet conditions brought further delays 

to land preparation, other field activities. 
Farmers still accessing extent of losses from 
previous week's heavy rains, storms. Primary 
activities: Routine care of livestock, poultry, 
catfish; soil testing; top dressing small grains, 
as weather permitted. 
ARIZONA: Winter storm 18th, 
snow level down to 1,500 ft.; unseasonably cold 
statewide. Snowfall 0.06 in. low elevations to 
25.0 in. mountains; clearing, warmer 21st through 
24th; avg. temperatures 5 below to 1 above 
normal; precipitation none south to 1.42 in. north 
central. 

Cotton ficld preparation delayed by weather; a 
few fields seeded. Wheat, barley 48% jointing, 
38% 1989, 36% avg.; 10% heading, 4% 1989, 2% 
avg.; crop condition 75% good, 25% excellent. 
Alfalfa mostly good; new crop foliage suffered 
from cold; sheep continued grazing. Citrus, mixed 
vegetable harvests continued west, central; head 
lettuce harvested west. 


19th, 20th with 


ARKANSAS: 
showers 
northwest. 
1.89 in. 
Fields wet and 
fertilizer applied due to wet 
potentials good, slight 
temperatures northwest. 
good. Hay supply good. 


Temperatures near normal. Scattered 
middle of week, lighter rainfall 

Extremes 20 ; 71. Rainfall 0.39 to 
muddy. Wheat crop good, no 
fields. Fruit 
damage from cold 
Pastures good. Livestock 


CALIFORNIA: Major cold, wet winter storm 
broadsides State over weekend; heavy rainfall, low 
snow levels. Cold temperatures followed. High 
pressure started building mid week, temperatures 
started climbing above normal with drying 
conditions. 
General 
activities. 
growth, most 
fertilization, 
alfalfa 


rains 
Cool 


first part 
weather 

good. Smal] 

weed control 


interrupted field 
slowed small grain 

grain irrigation, 

progressed. Some 
treated weevil, weeds. Season's first 
cuttings desert alfalfa hay. Sheep grazed 
alfalfa. Seeding sugarbeets, safflower active 
southern San Joaquin Valley. Seeding preparations 
active cotton, corn, other crops. Orchard floor 
work ongoing, dormant spray applications wound 
down, Pruning, tying vines, weed control work 
continued, vineyards. Flower buds swell, orchards. 
Almonds pink bud to popcorn stages, carly 
varieties. Fungicide treatment, bee movement 
almonds. Early variety apricots, plums, 
nectarines, peaches began blooming. Some fruit 
buds, upper San Joaquin Valley cold weather 
affected, no severe damage. Frost, Riverside 
County, damaged early desert peaches, table 
grapes. Low temperatures required operating wind 
machines, irrigation, citrus. Navel harvest 
Ongoing, damage localized western county. Navel 
volumes exported, Japan, Philippines. Australian 
exports decline, tightened restrictions. Desert 
grapefruit, lemon harvests continued, slight 
damage valencias. Lemons packed, exported Japan. 
Artichokes, broccoli, cauliflower light supply 
central coast, variable quality. Asparagus beds, 


Delta area being prepared for harvest. Carrot 
fields planted Huron area. Processing tomato 
planting continued. Several frosted desert tomato 
fields being replanted. Livestock good statewide. 
Range, pasture conditions continued to improve duc 
to recent rains; remained fair to poor few arcas. 
Supplemental feeding necessary most districts. 
Calving, lambing going well. 


COLORADO: Precipitation during the period was 
on 21st night, 22nd. Precipitation at lower 
clevations greatest in the Arkansas Basin, with 
precipitation over the basin between 0.30 to 0.40 
in. Elsewhere, 0.10 to 0.20 in. of moisture, with 
higher amounts in the mountains. Remainder of the 
period was mostly dry, except for S pow showers in 
the mountains. Temperatures 1 to 3° above normal 
west of the Continental Divide, San Luis Valley. 
East, they were near normal long the eastern 
foothills, decreasing to 3 to 6 below normal near 
the Kansas border. 

FLORIDA: Much needed rains’ fell 
Peninsula; 1.00 to 4.00 im. common statewide, 
except southeast area where rains near 0.50 in. 
Warmest temperatures mostly in 80s, except 7Qs 
Panhandle. Belle Glade hottest reacing of 90°. 
Coldest temperatures 30s north, to 50s lower 
southeast coast, with colder northern locations 
lows near freezing, weekend. 

Soil moisture Panhandle 

northern, central 
southern Peninsula 
Panhandle, northern 
Tobacco plant beds 
preparation spring 


across 


adequate to surplus; 
Peninsula short to surplus; 
mostly short. Wet soils 
Peninsula delayed fieldwork. 
good. Corn planting, land 
seeded crops active where 
conditions allowed. Sugarcane harvest continued 
active. Permanent pastures continued to improve, 
Peninsula as moisture supplies increased. 
However, more rain needed lower southern Peninsula 
to promote, sustain growth. Heavy rains 
temporarily lowered conditions some Panhandle 
arcas with low ground or heavier soils. Panhandle 
grazing mostly fair; Peninsula generally fair to 
good. Cattle, calves continued fair to good; some 
improvement as grazing increased. Rain all citrus 
areas, irrigation discontinued. Full open bloom, 
some fruit set following petal drop. Abundant new 
foliage growth. Early orange harvest virtually 
complete. Valencia harvest active on freeze 
damaged crops. Grapefruit movement strong on cast 
coast. Temple harvest active with most processed. 
Mild weather turned cool by weekend over major 
vegetable producing areas. Accompanying winds 
tossed around some crops; otherwise, no damage. 
Harvest snap beans, squash, strawberries very 
active; shipments above five year average for 
week. Harvest continued light most other crops. 
Also available, fair supply celery, cabbage, 
peppers, radishes, carrots, tomatoes. Less volume 
escarole, lettuce, eggplant, potatoes. Sweet corn 
harvest resumed, Homestead. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 1 to 4° above normal, 
coldest temperature at end of week, weekend, 24th, 
25th. Warmest highs low 60s northeast mountains, 
mid 60s elsewhere north, low 70s central, 
southwest, low 80s southeast. Lows 24th, 25th 
dipped into low 20s north, teens in colder 
locations. Central low 30s, low to mid 30s south, 
upper 30s extreme southeast. Most rain 21st 
through 23rd, some severe weather western portion. 
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Amounts mostly under 0.75 in., 
in. 

Soil moisture surplus. Fair 
permitted some limited fieldwork. 
half stopped all field activity. 
very slow. Corn planting 
Peaches, other fruits 
north, extent unknown. 
weeks ahead of normal. 
fair to excellent. 
fertilizer 
supporting 
onions. 


local around 1.50 
weather carly 
Rain latter 
Land preparation 
began southwest. 
possibly damaged by cold 
Peach development 2 to 4 
Tobacco plant beds varied, 
Small grains fair to good, 
applications active carly in fields 
equipment. Diseases showing up in 
Pastures good, livestock good. 


HAWAIL: Record low temperatures chill islands 
carly in week. Through midweek skics mostly sunny 
with brief passing showers in mornings. Widespread 
rain drenched Islands over weekend. Northerly 
winds variable 5 to 30 mph. Temperatures upper 
50s to low 80s. Rainfall 0.30 to 5.60 in. 

Days suitable for farm work 7.0. Papaya 
production in seasonal decline. Pineapple 
harvesting continues. Weather beneficial to cool 
season crops. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 3° above normal to 5° below 
normal. Precipitation fell over most areas of the 
State; light, spotty. 

Lambing, calving continued, 
beginning, some 55% complete. 
excellent. Major activities: 
livestock; repairing equipment; planning crops; 
attending meetings. Some movement potatoes cast, 
some ditch burning southwest. 


some areas 
Livestock good to 
Care, feeding of 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 1 to 6° below normal 
north, near normal central, south. Rainfall 0.50 
to 2.50 in. northern two thirds, 0.50 to 1.00 in. 
southern third. 

Livestock mostly good to excellent. 


INDIANA: Temperatures 4° below normal to 11° 
above normal depending on location. Lows teens to 
low 20s, highs mid 30s to low 40s. Precipitation 
0.30 to 3.00 in. 

Muddy conditions limited fieldwork activities. 
Other activities: Hauling manure, repairing 
machinery, selling grain, tax preparation, 
processing tobacco, fence building, planting mint 
roots, purchasing supplies, attending mectings, 
care of livestock. Hay supplies adequate. 
Livestock mostly good. Wheat greening up. 
Flooding some areas. 


IOWA: Temperatures 2° below normal cast to §° 
above normal northwest. Extremes -9 ; ‘ 
Precipitation none to 0.91 in.; average 0.11 in. 
Livestock mostly good. Main activities include: 
Tending livestock, machine repair, bookkeeping, 
spring plans for planting, spreading manure. 


KANSAS: Temperatures normal southwest, 2 to 4° 
above normal elsewhere. Rainfall recorded most 
areas, 0.21 in. northwest to 1.25 in. south 
central. 

Temperatures helping wheat break dormancy, start 
greening up. Rainfall increased surface moisture 
most areas, shortages noted north central, 
northeast. Subsurface moisture short most areas. 
Heavy concentrations chinch bugs north central, 
northeast counties. Calving, lambing favored by 
mild temperatures; feeding needs dropped off. 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures 40 to an" 2 to 4° above 
normal. Warmest temperatures 21st, 22nd, high 
temperatures 60s. Cold front 24th, coldest since 
12/89. On 25th temperatures low, mid teens. 
Precipitation 0.25 to 0.50 in. snow 24th, 25th, 
1.00 in. or less, mainly cast. 

Wet soils limited field activity, 


Some early 
plowing has been completed. 


Winter wheat green 


and showing growth. Concern over early 
growth, breaking dormancy of fruit crops. 
sales mostly finished, two markets remain open. 
Preparation tobacco beds continues. Ample 
moisture for pasture, hay crops. 


crop 
Burley 


LOUISIANA: 
Extremes 
Heaviest 
areas. 
Main activities: Caring for 
crawfishing, fertilizing wheat. 


Temperatures 1 to 2° above normal. 
76 Rainfall 1.10 to 4.88 in. 
cast central, 


34°; 
rainfall southeastern 


livestock, 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: oMARYLAND: 
0.28 in, Temperature 44°, normal 
to "> G6. 

DELAWARE: 
normal 37 


Precipitation 
KS Dae Extremes 


Precipitatio 0.21, in. Temperature 45°, 
Extremes 18°; 71". 


MICHIGAN: 


e Temperatures 1. te 6° above normal. 
Extremes -14 ; 51 


Precipitation 0.27 to 3.05 
in. across State. Dry, sunny, weather early in 
the week was replaced by rain, freezing rain, 
heavy snow by weekend. Heavy snow accompanied by 
strong winds created blizzard conditions. New 
Snowcover provided adequate protection for most 
winter wheat. 

Major activities: Repairing cquipment, pruning 
fruit orchards, cutting wood, markcting hay, 
grain, preparing tax returns, planning for spring 
fieldwork. Livestock excellent. Calving activity 
increasing. Good supplies of grain, hay, straw. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures near normal to 5° above 
normal. Extremes 30 to 48. Precipitation 0.05 to 
0.30. Greatest weekly total 0.50 in. 


MISSISSIPPI: Warm statewide. 
75 Dry north, wet south. 
0.75 above normal. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 0.6. 
Surplus to excessive. Wheat fair; 
begun, applying nitrogen where 
Livestock good. Pastures fair to good. 
grain supplies adequate. Activities: Shopwork, 
livestock chores, limited applications of 
chemicals to wheat. Annual rainfall 8.6 in. (96%) 
above normal. 


Extremes 25°, 
Rainfall 1.99 in., 


Soil moisture 
jointing has 
possible. 
Hay, feed 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 2 to 4° above normal. 
Widespread precipitation around 1.00 in. except 
lessor amounts northwest. 

Moisture supply improving, northern, counties 
still need rain for subsoil moisture, run off for 
stock ponds. No fieldwork yet. Activities 
limited to livestock, other yard work. 


in west; 3 to 


MONTANA: Temperatures near normal 
12 Mostly dry except small 


above normal cast. 
amount snow west. 
Winter wheat mostly fair to good. Snowcover 
poor. Wind damage to winter wheat light to 
moderate. Livestock receiving supplemental feed. 
Grazing open. Calving over 15% done. Lambing 
near 10% complete. 


NEBRASKA: 
Only traces of precipitation. 


Temperatures 2 to 7° above gorma). 
= GF 


Extremes -7 


NEVADA: All 
amounts central area, next heaviest south. 
Temperatures warmed rapidly after low pressure 
system moved cast. Temperatures near normal end 
of period. 

Fieldwork south central, south delayed by heavy 
snowstorms. Livestock feeding operations also 
hampered by snowstorms central, south. 


precipitation early, heaviest 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation (rainfall and water 
equivalent of snow) 0.50 to 1.00 in. Maine, New 
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Hampshire, Vermont, 1.00 to 1.50 TA 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island. 
Temperatures near 10° northern Maine to mid 30s 
south coast. Temperatures well above normal with 
record highs 22nd, 23rd, record lows 25th night. 

Major farm activities: Tending livestock, 
machinery repair, moving crops from storage, 
making maple syrup. 


NEW JERSEY: 
south, 39 


Temperatures normal, 33° 


north, 36° 
coastal. ae 


) 
Extremes : er 6 
Precipitation above normal north, below 
south, coastal; 0.99 in. north, 0.48 in. 
coastal. Heaviest 24 hour 0.67 in. 23rd, 
Heaviest 24 hour snowfall 3.00 in. 24th, 
Depth of snow on ground 24th 2.00 in. north. 

Farmers performed machinery maintenance, repair; 
livestock tending; normal winter chores. 


normal 
south, 
24th. 
25th. 


NEW MEXICO: Winter storm brought significant 
snowfall to northern areas of the State. 
Temperatures a little below normal. 


NEW YORK: Temperatures about average, warmed to 
well above average at midweek, cooled f° we} 
below average by weekend. Extremes -15 ; 67. 
Precipitation heavy midweek. Much rain fell, 
flood watches many areas. Snow fell in southern, 
castern regions at weekend as arctic air moved in. 
Major activities: Caring for livestock, moving 
crops from storage, machinery repair, maintenance. 
Maple producers readying for upcoming scason. 


3 to 6° above 
Precipitation 0.79 to 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 
normal across the State. 
3.00 38s 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.6. Soil moisture, 
43% adequate, 57% surplus. Pasture 2% very poor, 
BS poor, 34% fair, S7%. good, 1% excellent. 
Livestock feed from pasture 32%. Crop condition: 
Wheat, 1% poor, 23% fair, 73% good, 3% excellent; 
oats 2% poor, 24% fair, 73% good, 1% excellent; 
barley 1% poor, 25% fair, 73% good, 1% excellent; 
rye 3% poor, 22% fair, 73% good, 2% excellent; 
tobacco plant beds 3% poor, 32% fair, 62% good, 3% 
excellent. Hay, roughage supplics 6% short, 87% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Feed grain supplies 9% 
short, 90% adequate, 1% surplus. Major 
activities: Tobacco bed preparation, seeding, 
topdressing small grains, tending livestock. Other 
activities included: Land preparation, cutting 
wood, gencral farm maintenance. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures :* 
north central to 7 above normal northwest. 
Precipitation mostly below normal, none to 0.17 
in. Snowfall none to 3.00 in., heaviest northeast. 
Soil moisture below normal. Cold temperatures, 
inadequate snow cover has caused concern for 
winter grain producers. Livestock good, calving, 
lambing underway. Feed supplies mostly adequate. 


above normal 


OHIO: Temperatures mild to bitter cold. Early 
week 50s to 60s. Late week readings into single 
digits. Heavy rain northwest, 1.00 to 2.00 in. 
above normal; elsewhere up to 0.50 in. subnormal. 

Soil temperatures near to slightly above normal. 
Snow that came along with the bitter cold, wind 
provided some protection to over wintering crops. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures normal Panhandle to - 
above normal southwest. Precipitation 0.68 in. 
Panhandle to 1.30 in. central. Rain, moderate 
temperatures benefitted wheat growth. 
Wet fields curtailed top dressing, 
application. Pastures improved. Hay supplies 
remain ample. Fed cattle prices steady with 
preceding weck. Cold temperatures 


pesticide 


OREGON: Coast, southwest interior temperaturcs 
slightly above normal. The Willamette Valley 1 
below normal. East of Cascades, Madras, Redmond 
above normal temperatures while regaining stations 
below normal. Klamath Falls 8 below normal. 
Little precipitation. North coast 0.50 to 1.00 
in., Laurel Mountain 2.00 in. Rest of west less 
than 0.25 in. Most castern stations less than 
0.10 in. 

Soil moisture surplus west, short to adequate 
cast. Winter wheat good to excellent west, mostly 
TSU. “CASE. Russian wheat aphid populations 
decreasing Columbia Basin. Some orchards received 
delayed dormant sprays. Buds swelling on 
blueberries. Livestock good to excellent, except 
central coast fair to good. Grass pastures still 
dormant in that region, poor to fair. Range 
mostly fair cast. Hay stocks good due to mild 
winter, water outlook poor. Calving, lambing 
conditions have been good northeast. 


PENNSYLVANIA: warm with near normal 
precipitation during week, however, a blast of 
arctic cold was spr ading over State at wecks end. 
Temperature 34°, 6 above normal. Extremes 2 ; 
66 Precipitation 0.59 in., 0.06 in. below 
normal. 

Activities: Spreading manure, 
livestock, maintaining machinery, 
cutting fire wood. 


caring for 
fixing fence, 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 
normal. Rainfall 2.00 in. 
castern portion of the State. 

Farm activities: Continued applying nitrogen to 
small grains, land preparation for spring 
planting, general farm maintenance. 


3 to 4° above 
western to 1.00 in. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Tempgratures normal to 11° above 
normal. Extremes -24°; 56 Precipitation below 
normal with none in many locations. 
0.06 in. Yearly precipitation below normal in all 
but 1 location. Range 0.07 in. above normal to 
0.89 in. below normal. Snowcover limited to Black 
Hills, range none to 4.00 in. 


Range none to 


TENNESSEE: 
State during 


Three cold fronts moved 
week, on 19th, 24th, 
fronts produced some rain with 
24th. Cold air pass invaded 
Temperatures 3 tes above normal 
west; 2 below normal on the 
temperatures 50s, average lows 
reading 70. in Nashville on the 
reading 15 in Crossville on the 25th. Below 
average rainfall in all areas. Middle sections 
had least rainfall, West sections had most. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate statewide. 
early budding peaches damaged by freezes, extent 
of damage not yet determined. Adequate hay, 
roughage supplies. Livestock mostly good. Main 
activities: Freeze prevention on fruit trees, 
general repairs, maintenance. 


through 
25th. All 
most occurring 
over weekend. 

cast, middle, 
Plateau. High 
30s. Warmest 

22nd, coldest 


Some 


TEXAS: Early week, weak disturbance some 
showers High Plains, few south. Mid week, strong 
upper air disturbance, surface low pressure system 
triggered heavy snow over the northern Panhandle. 
Good rains rest of State, except Trans Pecos, 
northeastern counties. Temperatures varied across 
State, several degrees above normal Cross 
Timbers, south central counties to several degrees 
below normal southern High Plains, Coastal Bend, 
Lower Valley. Precipitation generally above 
normal, except Trans Pecos, Blacklands, north 
castern States. 

Crops: Small grain condition 
last week across State with 
moderate temperatures. Heavy snow northern High 
Plains provided much needed relief dryland 
fields, Showers fell southern High Plains 


holding steady 
added moisture, 
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southward, increasing growth, greening. Some 
stands remained thin. Insects light to moderate. 
Some topdressing occurred as fields dried. Corn, 
grain sorghum planting progress limited by wet 
conditions upper coast, Coastal Bend, parts of 
Valley. Many producers completed land 
Preparations Blacklands, central, planting begin 
as fields dry out. Adequate moisture should be 
available for planting in many fields. Corn 1% 
planted; 1% 1989; 4% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio 
harvest cabbage, carrots slowed 
lower prices. Some lettuce, 
Melon planting increasing. Onion harvest may be 
delayed slightly. Conditions vary across Valley. 
San Antonio Winter Garden, rain delayed cabbage, 
spinach harvest. Demand slowed. Onions behind 
normal progress. Some stands thinned by freeze. 
Eastern State, continued wet conditions limited 
planting. High Plains, onion planting delayed by 
wet, cool conditions. Trans Pecos, onion sets 
continued to go out in fields. Land preparations 
melons continued under mostly open conditions. 
Increased budding, blooming peach trees continued 
many areas last week. Frost Cross Timbers may 
have nipped some early blooms. 

Range and_ Livestock: Additional 
improved grazing prospects’ most of State. 
Although many ranges, pastures still remained 
short, they were greening up. Producers still 
pulling cattle off fields Blacklands. Livestock 
conditions steady most areas. Feeding active, 
slow down if grazing conditions continue to 
improve. Good calf, lamb crops. 


Grande Valley, 
because demand, 
celery harvested. 





moisture 





UTAH: Precipitation mostly heavy Dixie, 
central, northern Mountains divisions; moderate 
western, north central, 9 Uinta Basin; light 
southeast. Temperatures 6° below normal except 
southeast normal. 

Above normal temperatures at the end of the week 
reduced the snowcover on fall seeded crops. 
Calving, lambing continuing as normal. Major 
farm, ranch activities include: Caring for 
livestock, farm maintenance, tax summarization, 


south 


VIRGINIA: 
period, 
end of 
normal. 
G75 te. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.5. 
surplus, 57% adequate. Winter 
crops 9% excellent, 54% good, 33% fair, 4% poor. 
Pasture 14% excellent, 50% good, 28% fair, 8% 
poor. Forage from pastures, dairy cattle 5%, beef 
cattle 21%, sheep 17%. Activities included 
topdressing small grain, calving, lambing, soil 
testing, liming, fruit tree pruning, attending 
meetings. Few potatoes, peas planted, tobacco 
plantbed seeding continued. 


Partly cloudy, warm at beginning of 
cooler during mid period, oa os at 
period. Le eb about above 
Extremes 75 ; Swadtotaawias about 


Topsoil 43% 
grains, grazing 


WASHINGTON: Mae gue normal 
normal, east; 2 to below 
Precipitation none to aoe in 
in., west. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.3. 
28% short, 70% adequate, 2% 
pasture 65% short, 35% 
roughage 20% very short, 20% short, 55% adequate, 
5% surplus. Cooler, drier weather during the week 
allowed field activity again after the rain, snow 
the previous week. The main field activities weed 
control on alfalfa, fertilizer application, 
planting wheat. Wheat 1% poor, 29% fair, 70% 
good. Pruning of caneberries, fruit trees 
continucd. Calving, lambing activities continued. 


to 11° below 
normal, west. 
op G66ty 0.62 te 2.13 


Soil moisture 
surplus. Range, 
adequate. Hay, other 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 24° : 
Precipitation 0.10 to 0.80. Snowfall 1.00 to 4.00 
in. central, 4.00 in. southeast on 22nd. One to 
4.00 in. far southwest, far northeast on 23rd. One 
to 2.00 in. north on 25th. 

Snow depth 5.7 , avg. 9.4; frost 23.9, avg. 17.6 
as 25th. 


. Extremes -28°; 48° 


WYOMING: Temperatures 
Precipitation below normal. 
good, Snowcover 


below normal. 
Winter wheat fair to 
improving noisture conditions. 
Livestock mostly good. Supplemental feeding 
continues most arcas. Early calving underway. 
Cold temperatures, snowcover increasing calving 
stress, newborn losses. Lambing, shearing farm 
flocks continues. 


International Weather and Crop Summary 


HIGHLIGHTS 


February 18-24, 


USSR eee The seventh consecutive week of 
unseasonably warm weather prevails over winter 
grains. 


EUROPE 
crop areas. 


Unseasonably warm weather covers most 
Dryness persists in the south. 


SOUTH AS es Unseasonable 
immature winter wheat and rice. 


rain benefits 


EASTERN ASIA ... Heavy rain continues in the 
Yangtze Valley and spreads across southern China 
and Taiwan. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Unseasonable rain falls again 
over parts of Indochina. Scattered showers fall 
locally in the eastern Philippines. 


1990 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Maize Triangle. 


Drier weather returns to the 


SOUTH AMERICA 
immature grains and 
south-central Brazil. 


Widespread 
oilseeds 


showers benefit 
in Argentina and 


AUSTRALIA ... Rain provides relief to scattered 
areas in the east. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... Continued unfavorably 
dry weather in Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia 
covers winter grains in or nearing reproduction. 
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WESTERN USSR 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
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WESTERN USSR ... The seventh consecutive week of 
unseasonably warm weather continued over the 
region, melting most of last week’s snowfall in 
the Baltic States, Belorussia, the northern 
Ukraine, and the northern North Caucasus. In 
addition, the warm weather reduced snow cover in 
the Central Region, Black Soils Region, the 
Volga Vyatsk, and the Volga. Weekly average 
temperatures were 6-10 degrees Celsius (C) above 
normal everywhere, except in the Volga and the 
North Caucasus where temperatures were 1-3 
degrees C above normal. Although a narrow band 
of significant precipitation (20-39mm)_ fell 
southeastward from the eastern portion of the 
Central Region, through the middle Volga, and 
into extreme western Kazakhstan, rainfall over 
the remainder of the region was less than 10mn. 
Since the beginning of November, near- to 
above-normal precipitation has covered most 
winter grain areas, except for areas in the 
southern Ukraine where rainfall has been well 
below normal (less than 50 percent of normal). 


SOUTH AFRICA ... Drier weather returned to the 
Maize Triangle, benefiting maturing crops in 
western growing areas. A band of light rain 
(3-13mm) fell from northern Orange Free State to 
south-central Transvaal, but the generally drier 
and somewhat warmer weather stimulated growth of 
immature, late planted crops that had received 
beneficial rain in recent weeks. Despite the 
dryness, however, temperatures averaged near to 
below normal across the Maize Triangle with 
highs from the upper 20’s to low 30’s Cc. 
Variable rain fell outside the Maize Triangle, 
with moderate rain (19-49mm) benefiting immature 
corn in fringe areas of central Transvaal. 
Light rain (1-17mm) returned to Natal’s coastal 
sugarcane region, but further south, 
unseasonable rain (10-50mm or more) swept across 


the southern Cape Province, improving local 
moisture reserves. 
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EUROPE... 


over much 


cover in the 


Much warmer-than-normal temperatures 
(from 4 to 11 degrees C above normal) continued 


break dormancy 


Unseasonably 
accelerated 


southeast, 


of Europe, melting protective snow 
east and causing winter grains to 


some central growing areas. 


warm weather since January has 
vegetative growth and development of 
winter grains 


in the southwest. In the 
unfavorably dry conditions persisted 


in Italy and sections of the Balkans. Moderate 
to heavy rain 


greater than 


(10-35mm, with isolated amounts 
40mm) fell in Ireland and coastal 


western sections of the Iberian Peninsula, while 
light to moderate rain (5-20mm) fell from Great 
Britain eastward 
of the reporting period, yet another powerful 


storm struck 


and 26th, 
from Great 
Scandinavia. 


to Poland. Following the end 


northwestern Europe over the 25th 
spreading high winds and heavy rain 


Britain eastward to southern 





= 


ky bed 
eee 
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NORTHWES N 
week of 


FRICA ... The third consecutive 
dry weather covered winter grains in 
Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia. In addition, 
weekly average temperatures in these areas were 
2-5 degrees C above normal. In Morocco, 
continued dry weather has depleted soil moisture 
reserves, and rain is needed soon to prevent the 
development of significant stress. In Algeria, 
insufficient moisture in central and eastern 
areas since the beginning of the growing season 
has likely stunted plant growth and accelerated 
crop development. In Tunisia, the fourth 
consecutive week of dry weather stressed winter 
grains, entering the reproductive phase of 
development. In general, throughout the region, 
the unseasonably warm, dry weather of recent 
weeks has depleted soil moisture reserves and 
accelerated crop development. Winter grains are 
in or nearing reproduction and rain is needed 
soon to prevent significant declines in 
potential crop yields. 


SOUTH ASIA -.-.- Unseasonable rain continu2d 
across the region, with amounts of 5-48mm over 
winter wheat regions of Pakistan and _ from 
Rajasthan to West Bengal, increasing irrigation 
reserves. Wheat ranges from reproductive to 
mature, with only northernmost crops benefiting 
from the recent rain. In the east, variable 
rain (10-50mm or more) from northern Andhra 
Pradesh to the eastern states improved 
irrigation reserves for immature rice, but 
excessive rain (102-157mm) in eastern Orissa and 
the far east likely caused local flooding. Dry, 
warm weather benefited India’s maturing cotton. 
Temperatures averaged above normal over India’s 
southeastern coast but near to below normal 
elsewhere, with departures of 2-5 degrees C 
below normal over much of central India. 
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EASTERN ASIA «.-- 
isolated amounts in 
across middle 
Valley and 


Heavy rain (25-80mm, with 
excess of 80mm) continued 
and upper sections of the Yangtze 

spread into southern China from 

Guangxi eastward to Fujian and Taiwan where 

planting of early-crop rice is beginning. Heavy 

rain (25-60mm, with isolated amounts greater 
than 100mm) also fell across sections of South 

Korea, southern North Korea, and _ southern 

Japan. In the North China Plain, widespread 

rain and snow (10-30mm, with scattered amounts 

greater than 30mm) kept soil moisture levels 
high prior to vegetative growth of winter 
crops. In Manchuria, light to moderate snow and 
rain (5-20mm) fell over most crop areas. 

Above-normal weekly mean temperatures (2-6 

degrees Cc above normal) covered all but 

northwestern crop areas, although colder, 
seasonable temperatures returned to northeastern 
and central crop areas by week’s end. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Unseasonable rain (10-50mm or 
more) continued locally over northern Thailand 
and from eastern Thailand to northern Vietnan. 
Hot weather (weekly temperatures averaging 1-2 
degrees C above normal with daily highs in the 
mid 30’s C) persisted, however, maintaining high 
evaporative losses. Dryness persisted over 
peninsular Thailand. Further south, rainfall 
increased from the previous week over Sumatra 
and portions of eastern Malaysia, where amounts 
ranged from 25 to 100mm or more. Heavy rain 
(110-183mm) in southern Sumatra exacerbated 
local flooding conditions. Variable showers 
(25-50mm or more) covered southern Indonesia. 
In the Philippines, moderate to heavy rain 
(25-75mm) covered local areas from southern 
Luzon to northeastern Mindanao, but mostly dry 
weather prevailed elsewhere. 








AUSTRALIA +++ Much needed rain (20-80mm, with 
isolated amounts greater than 80mm) fell over 
southern sugarcane growing areas of coastal 
southeastern Queensland and interior rangeland 
areas of south-central and southwestern 
Queensland, providing relief to crops following 
below-normal rainfall for several weeks. Only 
scattered light rain (mostly less than 10mm) 
fell over northern sugarcane and most summer 
crop areas, however, continuing abnormally low 
soil _moisture levels. The dryness favored early 
maturing cotton in the region which is near 
harvest. In the south, scattered light showers 
(less _than 10mm) fell in Western Australia and 
Victoria, while South Australia was mostly dry. 
Mean weekly temperatures ranged from above 
normal in northern Queensland to below normal in 
Western Australia. 
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SOUTH 


showers 


AMERICA ...» In Argentina, 

(10-25mm) covered the primary summer 
crop areas, with heavier rain (25-43mm) over 
much of Buenos Aires and northern La Pampa. The 
moisture benefited immature grains and 
oilseeds. Shower activity diminished over 
northern portions of Cordoba and Santa Fe, where 
less than 10mm of weekly rainfall caused only 
minor delays in early summer crop harvesting. 
Light rain (2-5mm) also fell over northern 
cotton areas. In south-central Brazil, showers 
continued to moisten pod-filling soybeans. 
Weekly rainfall averaged 14-65mm in Rio Grande 
do Sul, 10-40mm in Parana and, generally, 
20-79mm throughout northern soybean and coffee 
areas. The heaviest shower activity tended 
toward eastern coastal areas, but nearly all 
crop areas benefited from rainfall. 


widespread 








AUSTRALIA 


TOTAL PRECIPITATION (cum) 
(Sam = 1 ini) 
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This map replaces last issue’s map of "Spring Freeze Occurrence," which did 
not photograph well, making it very difficult to interpret. So, for all 
those patient readers who squinted and stared and still could not make sense 
out of the 15 kinds of shading the map was supposed to depict, here is an 
older and simpler map that should better survive the ravages of our printer’s 
cameras. 
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